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A Guide to DOE Funding: Application Process, Financial, and Technical Requirements 

By Stephen Richardson, Managing Consultant and Eric Jia-Sobota, Founder 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is a key federal agency that supports research and development in 
energy, environmental science, and nuclear security. The DOE offers a variety of funding opportunities for 
projects that align with these areas. However, the application process can be complex and daunting for 
first-time applicants. This guide aims to shed light on the application requirements to help potential 
applicants understand the process better. 

The Application Process 

The application process for DOE funding is rigorous and competitive. Here are the steps: 

1. Identify a Relevant DOE Program: DOE regularly posts Funding Opportunity Announcements 
(FOAs) on their website and on Grants.gov. These FOAs detail the specific areas of research or 
project types that DOE is interested in funding. It's crucial to find a funding opportunity that aligns 
with your solution and capabilities. 

2. Submit a Concept Paper: Once you've identified a suitable funding opportunity, in some instances, 
the DOE requires you to submit a concept paper. This should provide a detailed description of your 
proposed technology, including its objectives, methodologies, timelines, and expected outcomes. 
It should also include a risk assessment and a description of your team's qualifications and 
capabilities. 

3. Technology Evaluation: DOE uses a merit-based review process, where technologies are evaluated 
based on their technical merit and potential impact to the project would have related to DOE’s 
mission. DOE will notify applicants via email whether they are “encouraged” or “discouraged” to 
submit a full application. You may submit a full application even if you receive a notification 
discouraging you from doing so. 

4. Full Application: If a concept paper was required, you have at least 30 days from 
encouraged/discouraged notifications to submit a full application. If a concept paper was not 
required, you will typically have 60 days to submit a full application once an FOA has been 
released. The full application typically includes a technical volume and a cost volume. The 
technical volume should provide a detailed description of the project, including the objectives, 
methodologies, timelines, and expected outcomes. It should also include a risk assessment and a 
description of the team's qualifications and capabilities. The cost volume, on the other hand, 
should provide a detailed and realistic budget that aligns with the project plan. It should include 
all anticipated costs, such as personnel salaries, equipment, materials, and overhead. 

5. Evaluation: The evaluation process starts with an eligibility review followed by a technical review 
by independent subject matter experts. These subject matter experts will sometimes have 
comments that will need to be addressed by the applicant before being selected for negotiations. 

6. Negotiation and Award Acceptance: If your application is selected for negotiations, this will 
involve deciding the final scope of work, including project milestones, schedule, and budget. Once 
everything is agreed upon, you'll receive a Notice of Award (NoA), which officially marks the start 
of your project. 
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Financial Requirements 

The financial requirements for DOE funding applications can vary depending on the specific Funding 
Opportunity Announcement (FOA). However, there are some common elements that you should be 
prepared for: 

1. Budget: You'll need to provide a detailed budget that outlines how you plan to use the funding. 
This should include costs for personnel, equipment, travel, supplies, and other direct costs. You 
should also include indirect costs, such as overhead or administrative expenses. 

2. Cost Sharing: Some DOE funding opportunities require cost sharing, which means that the 
applicant must contribute a certain percentage of the project's total cost. The specific cost-sharing 
requirements will be outlined in the FOA. 

3. Financial Capability: You may need to demonstrate your organization's financial capability to carry 
out the project. This could involve providing financial statements or other documentation. 

Technical Requirements 

The technical requirements for DOE funding applications can also vary depending on the specific FOA. 
However, here are some common elements: 

1. Technical Narrative: You'll need to provide a detailed technical narrative that describes your 
project or research. This should include information about the project's objectives, methods, and 
expected outcomes 

2. Work Plan: You'll need to provide a detailed work plan that outlines the tasks and milestones for 
your project. This should include a timeline for the project's completion. 

3. Team Expertise: The applicant must have the necessary technical capabilities. This includes having 
the right personnel with the appropriate expertise, as well as the necessary facilities and 
equipment. 

4. Performance Metrics: You may need to identify performance metrics that will be used to evaluate 
the success of your project. These should align with the objectives of your project and the goals 
of the DOE funding opportunity. 

Securing DOE funding is a significant achievement that can propel your research to new heights. While the 
application process is challenging, the potential rewards are immense. By understanding the application 
process, financial requirements, and technical requirements, you'll be well-prepared to submit a 
compelling proposal. 

If your company has considered applying for DOE funding, EverGlade Consulting is the right partner to 
help make that a reality. EverGlade has a full suite of experienced consulting professionals prepared to 
support your DOE Funding Application. Our team has helped both large and small companies prepare, 
submit, and win applications for federal funding. EverGlade consultants can help develop your business 
plan, prepare financial projections, and assemble a concise and complete package to take advantage of 
these unique programs. With a successful history of supporting diverse clients through the application 
process, our team’s unique understanding of the federal funding landscape will strengthen the chances of 
your proposal’s success. 

For additional information about EverGlade Consulting, visit: 
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https://everglade.com/doe-funding/ 
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